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Credibility of Witnesses

(1)  Another part of your duties as jurors is to decide how

credible or believable each witness was.  This is your duty, not

mine.  It is up to you to decide if a witness's testimony was

believable, and how much weight you think it deserves.  You are

free to believe everything that a witness said, or only part of it,

or none of it at all.  But you should act reasonably and carefully

in making these decisions.  

(2)  Let me suggest some things for you to consider in

evaluating each witness's testimony.  

(A) Ask yourself if the witness was able to clearly see or

hear the events.  Sometimes even an honest witness may not have

been able to see or hear what was happening, and may make a

mistake. 

(B)  Ask yourself how good the witness's memory seemed to be.

Did the witness seem able to accurately remember what happened?

(C) Ask yourself if there was anything else that may have

interfered with the witness's ability to perceive or remember the

events.

(D)  Ask yourself how the witness acted while testifying.  Did

the witness appear honest?  Or did the witness appear to be lying?

(E)  Ask yourself if the witness had any relationship to any

party in this case, or anything to gain or lose from the case, that

might influence the witness's testimony.  Ask yourself if the



witness had any bias, or prejudice, or reason for testifying that

might cause the witness to lie or to slant the testimony in favor

of one side or the other.

    (F)  Ask   yourself  if  the   witness   testified

inconsistently while on the witness stand, or if the witness said

or did something or failed to say or do something at any other time

that is inconsistent with what the witness said while testifying.

If you believe that the witness was inconsistent, ask yourself if

this makes the witness's testimony less believable.  Sometimes it

may; other times it may not.  Consider whether the inconsistency

was about something important, or about some unimportant detail.

Ask yourself if it seemed like an innocent mistake, or if it seemed

deliberate.

(G)  And ask  yourself  how  believable  the  witness's

testimony was in light of all the other evidence.  Was the

witness's testimony supported or contradicted by other evidence

that you found believable?  If you believe that a witness's

testimony was contradicted by other evidence, remember that people

sometimes forget things, and that even two honest people who

witness the same event may not describe it exactly the same way.

(3)  These are only some of the things that you may consider

in deciding how believable each witness was.  You may also consider

other things that you think shed some light on the witness's

believability.  Use your common sense and your everyday experience



in dealing with other people.  And then decide what testimony you

believe, and how much weight you think it deserves.


